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FEATURE: Iraqi Artist FARAJ
ABBO

Probably one of the few painters who is always seen wearing a suit in every
photograph taken in his studios while painting, Faraj Abbo (1921-1984) was
an Iraqi painter who was born in Mosul in 1921 and passed away in Baghdad
in 1984. Abbo’s artistic talents began to become evident at the young age of 13
when he was commissioned to produce paintings for local churches in Mosul;
such as the one seen in Mar Eshai Church. Four years following the
completion of secondary school education in 1939 Baghdad, Abbo joined the
Friends of Art Society, and was an instrumental teaching member at multiple
Teachers Centres across Iraq. The Friends of Art Society was first established
by Iraqi painter Akram Shukri as a collective that paralleled the European art
societies he was directly involved with in England, and indirectly by the major
influence of Polish artists in Baghdad during the WWII period (x). Faraj Abbo

https://t.umblr.com/redirect?z=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.iraqfineart.com%2Fgroupfrind.htm&t=ODFmYmJkYjJlMDFhMjFhOGE2MjhjNWRhYTI5ZGMxNjMwMDRiZTkxMixtNFJDM3Z6TA%3D%3D&b=t%3AKKMvsMywspWYiuEAEWd3dA&p=https%3A%2F%2Fisqineeha.tumblr.com%2Fpost%2F62206099710%2Ffeature-iraqi-artist-faraj-abbo&m=1


1/24/20, 11:22 AMFEATURE: Iraqi Artist FARAJ ABBO | أسقنيها

Page 2 of 3https://isqineeha.tumblr.com/post/62206099710/feature-iraqi-artist-faraj-abbo

then travelled to Cairo where completed a BFA in Painting from the Academy
of Fine Arts in 1950, which was then followed by a period in Rome, Italy
where he received an Honors Diploma in Fine Arts with highest distinction in
1954. Upon his return to Baghdad, Faraj started teaching at the Institute of
Fine Arts and became the head of the Department of Plastic Arts at the
Academy of Fine Arts in Baghdad University. He also spent a few years
teaching free-hand sketching at the Engineering College at Baghdad
University. The 1950s period was marked by the formation of Al Rowad Arts
Collective; an artistically distinctive collective that included figures like
Jawad Salem and Faiq Hassan.

Faraj’s artistic style is one with a fluctuating nature due to his exposure to
different movements across the globe, particularly in Russia, to which he had
travelled to on his motorbike from Iraq. As mentioned earlier, prior to his
travels to Russia, he first joined the Friends of Art Society in 1944, whose
members were highly influenced by Russian painters at that period, adhering
to a characteristic figurative and symbolist approach. During the 1970s, Faraj
Abbo’s art began to depart from realism and instead adopted a very abstract
approach, one that was very foreign to his previous work. The first exhibition
of such work was held in 1971 in Gulbenkian Hall, Baghdad; here is an
excerpt of what Palestinian author and art critic Jabra Ibrahim Jabra wrote
about this transformation: 
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Faraj Abbo’s work can be see across Iraq in places like Baghdad Airport and
Ministries across the region. Shatha, one of Faraj Abbo’s daughters also took
the artistic path and is now an established painter residing in Qatar. 


